Press Release

 

Sheldon Adelson’s and LVS’ lawsuit in the UK against UNITE HERE thrown out – Adelson and LVS to pay union’s attorneys’ fees.
 

October 7, 2011 – Today, the High Court of Justice, Queen’s Bench Division, in London granted UNITE HERE’s application to strike out in their entirety Sheldon Adelson’s and Las Vegas Sands Corp’s defamation claims against UNITE HERE and its Director of International Affairs, Debbie Anderson.  The Court also ordered Adelson and LVS to pay the defendants’ attorney’s  costs of defending the claims.

 

The action arose out of a presentation at a meeting of about 100 people held in conjunction with a Labour Party congress in 2004.  UNITE HERE described various aspects of Sheldon Adelson’s and LVS’ history, including unsuccessful litigation against UNITE HERE’s Las Vegas affiliates, Culinary Workers Union Local 226 and Bartenders Union Local 165.  The presentation also raised matters relating to the business practices of Adelson’s flagship hotel, the Venetian, in Las Vegas.  One of these events was a Nevada Gaming Commission fine against the Venetian for game-rigging game in 2004.  

 

Adelson and LVS sued UNITE HERE in the UK for defamation.  There was some activity in the case until March 2008, after which nothing much happened in the proceedings. In March 2011, Adelson’s lawyers said that he and LVS now wanted to bring the case to trial.

 

·         UNITE HERE filed an application to dismiss the case as an abuse of process due, among other things, to Adelson’s lack of real interest in pursuing it in light of the long delays in bringing it and prosecuting it.  

 

·         The Court agreed with the application, concluding that “Adelson ceased in March 2008 to have the intention of prosecuting the action to trial.”  

 

·         The Court also decided that “what is now at stake in this action does not justify the deployment of [the Court’s] resources.”  

 

·         The Court ordered Adelson and LVS to pay the defendants’ costs of the whole action (except a small part relating to expert evidence about U.S. law).  Along with Adelson’s/LVS’ own legal costs, it is thought the total liability may exceed $1 million. An interim payment of ₤175,000 (about $260,000) was ordered to be made shortly.  

 

·         Adelson immediately asked the Court for permission to appeal, which was denied.  Adelson has until October 28 to make the same request to the Court of Appeal.  Unlike the United States, where appeals are a matter of right, permission to appeal in the UK is discretionary with the courts.

 

·         This is the latest in a long string of defeats for Adelson and LVS in litigation with UNITE HERE and its affiliates.

 

For further information, please contact Richard G. McCracken, General Counsel of UNITE HERE, who assisted in the defense of the action.  He can be reached at (415) 597-7200 or at rmccracken@dcbsf.com.  The successful application was filed by UNITE HERE’s solicitor, Stephen Shotnes of the firm Simons Muirhead & Burton, assisted by Mr. McCracken. The application was argued by barrister Heather Rogers, Q.C.

