CLAIM NO.



IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION

B E T W E E N :

MOHAMMED MICHAEL GEORGE
Claimant
-and-

EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS
Defendant
STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT
Claimant’s Representative
May it please your Lordship I appear on behalf of the Claimant and [name of Defendant’s representative] appears on behalf of the Defendant.

The Claimant, Mohammed Michael George, is a well-known actor and DJ.  Between May 2002 and April 2008 he appeared in the hugely successful BBC soap EastEnders as Gus Smith.  His role in the soap won him wide acclaim and a variety of prestigious nominations.  
The Defendant is the publisher of the Daily Star Sunday newspaper and the Daily Star website.  

On 21 February 2010, the Daily Star Sunday published an article about the EastEnders 25th anniversary show and party under the headline “18 million”.   The article claimed that Mr George arrived at the anniversary party drunk and intent on causing trouble; that he was physically aggressive and threatening to BBC production staff; and that, as a result, he had to be “turfed out” of the party by security guards.

The Defendant now accepts that these allegations were entirely untrue.  In particular, the Defendant accepts that Mr George had not been drinking alcohol when he arrived at the party so he was not drunk, that he was not aggressive or threatening to anyone and that, although he left the party early, he did not have to be forcibly ejected.  

The Defendant accepts that these allegations should not have been published  and is here today to publicly and sincerely apologise to Mr George for the damage to his reputation and for the distress and embarrassment which this publication caused.  In recognition of the damage and distress suffered by Mr George, the Defendant has agreed to pay him libel damages and his legal costs.
Defendant’s Representative
My Lord, the Defendant accepts everything said on the Claimant’s behalf. We sincerely apologise for the distress and embarrassment this article caused; the allegations were untrue and should not have been published.
Claimant’s Representative
My Lord in those circumstances I need only ask leave that the record be withdrawn







