IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

                       Case. No: HQ10D01577 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION

BETWEEN:

REZA PANKHURST

Claimant

-and-

EVENING STANDARD LIMITED
Defendants
STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT
Claimant’s Representative
May it please your Lordship I appear on behalf of the Claimant. 
The Claimant, Reza Pankhurst, is a PhD student and was a graduate teaching assistant at the LSE during the academic year 2009-10, with an exemplary academic and teaching record, who wishes to become a fulltime academic and teacher at university.  He is a devout Muslim. He is married with two children.
The Defendant is the publisher of the Evening Standard, a popular London daily newspaper with a substantial circulation as well as the internet website, www.thisislondon.co.uk.
In an article in all editions of the Evening Standard for Friday 15 January 2010 the Defendant published an article headlined “LSE’s Islamist teacher ‘groomed suicide bomber for Tel Aviv attack’.  The article was also published on the newspaper’s website where it remained until it was removed by the Defendant when notified of Mr Pankhurst’s complaint in defamation.

The Defendant’s article falsely alleged that Mr Pankhurst was involved in a criminal conspiracy involving the training, preparation and encouragement of Omar Sharif, a suicide bomber who then attempted to carry out an attack in Israel.

Mr Pankhurst was an undergraduate at King’s College until 1996. He was in the year above Omar Sharif and had limited contact with him during the period when they were both at university. Omar Sharif left King’s College in 1995. Mr Pankhurst moved to Egypt in 2000 and, in 2002, was arrested for being a member of  Hizb  ut-Tahrir.  He  was adopted by Amnesty International as a Prisoner of Conscience and released on 1 March 2006.  Accordingly, at the time of Omar Sharif’s attempted suicide bombing in 2003, Mr Pankhurst was in prison in Eqypt as a political prisoner and had had no contact whatsoever with Omar Sharif for at least 8 years. 
Mr Pankhurst has never groomed anyone to carry out an act of terrorism and is committed to furthering the cause of Muslims in an exclusively non-violent way.  
On 19 February 2010 the Defendant made an unqualified offer of amends.  On 16 March 2010, the Defendant published an apology in its newspaper which read:

Reza Pankhurst 
On  15  January  a headline on our report said that Reza Pankhurst, a member  of  Hizb  ut-Tahrir   who teaches at the LSE, had groomed the suicide  bomber  Omar  Sharif  for  an attack in Israel in 2003.   We accept  that  this allegation was untrue, should not have been made and we apologise to Mr Pankhurst, who had had no contact  with Sharif since attending Kings’ College, London, some eight years before Sharif’s attempted suicide bombing.

The Defendant has also agreed to pay substantial damages to compensate the Mr Pankhurst for the injury to his reputation and the distress caused to him and to pay his legal costs.     
It is hoped that this Statement in Open Court will come to the attention of those who read the defamatory article but were unaware of the Evening Standard’s apology and serve as a further public declaration that the defamatory allegations made in the Defendant’s newspaper were untrue and should not have been made.  
My Lord, I ask leave that the record be withdrawn







